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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


Judiciary ttee. 
ouse—Before Judiciary Committee. 
THE EQUAL RIGHTS TREATY 


Article 1 
„The contracting States agree that the ratification of this 
shall ha the 
ve Equ Rights throughout territory sua 


We Carry Her Torch 


IS particularly appropriate that we dedicate this 


issue of Equal Rights to that beloved pioneer leader 
of women, Susan B. Anthony, whose memory we revere 
and whose flaming torch we are proud to carry. | 
With her remarkably clear vision in another century 
she fixed a goal for women that was all inclusive and 
recognized no obstacles. She advocated not an expe- 
dient but a principle good for all time. And that alone 
her upon a pedestal few can occupy. Crusaders 
ave come and gone but Susan B. Anthony thought in 


terms of the future, and of a whole people. Time has 


already proved the correctness of her thought. 

Susan B. Anthony made history. Women of Amer- 
ica and of the world owe her a debt they can never pay 
save by carrying aloft the torch she hopefully flung to 
members of her sex when she laid down a life spent 
in their service. 


EQUAL RIGHTS 


nality with under the law and in all 


Is This Citizenship! 
2 of the Equal Rights Amendment are 

frequently called upon to point to specifie in- 
stances where legal discriminations against women 
exist and why an amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States is a necessity. These either come from 
men, who are not affected, or from women who thus far 
have never run afoul of the more than 1,000 discrimi- 
natory laws on the statute books of the states. 

From Percil E. Stephenson, president of the Minne- 
sota Federation of Business and Professional Women’s 
Clubs, comes an illuminating example of the difficulties 
women encounter in these inequalities in the law which 
all fair-minded 2 will are intolerable. 
The son of Emily , of Minnesota, was 
killed in the world war and she was entitled to receive 
through the treasury de ent of the United States 

6.46 per month from his insurance. The check for 

ber, 1935, was lost. Replying to requests for the 
lost check, the Government authorities sent numerous 


- forms to be filled out and required bond. Mrs. Bertha 


Levey, daughter of Mrs. Deer, filled out the papers and 
furnished the bond. Despite the fact that Mrs. Lev 
owns a home in St. Paul and is half owner of a - 
ness, her bond was refused. She was notified that the 
Treasury Department could not accept the bond of a 
married woman. 

Through Mrs. Stephenson, concerned with the dis- 
crimination by a department of the United States Gov- 
ernment against working women and likewise against 
marriage for women, appealed to the National Fed- 
eration of Business and fessional Women’s Clubs 
to investigate. 

Marian I. Parkhurst, National Director of Organi- 
zation, in writing Josephine Roche, Assistant Treas- 
urer of the United States, said in part: 

We have received copies of the enclosed correspond- 
ence which seems to indicate that the Treasury De- 
partment does not permit a married woman to act as 
surety. Could you give us more information on this 
subject and if it is true, that the apparent discrimina- 
tion exists against married women, do you not believe 
it a rather unfortunate remnant of olden times?” 

Replying, Miss Roche quotes the following: 

When a surety is a woman, it would appear 
affirmatively that she is single, as a | 
woman will not be accepted as surety.’ 

“As you no doubt are aware, it has been only 
recently that state statutes have expressly re- 
moved the disability of coverture and enacted en- 
abling legislation permitting a married woman to 
act as surety. Even at the present time, this is 
not true in all states. It would appear that the 
Government might not be adequately protected 

by a bond executed by a rried woman, as 
surety, domiciled in a state where she has no 
capacity to become a surety.” | 


It is not beyond the realm of possibility that Mrs. 
Deer could secure no other person to furnish bond and 
in that case would thereby be deprived of the insur- 
ance money of her soldier son, whose life had al 


been accepted by the Government. The marriage whi 


gave to the Government a soldier, deprived his mother 
of the privileges of free citizenship, a two-fold dis- 
crimination, one against sex and one against marriage. 

Instances of this sort are numerous. Mrs. Levey, 
owner of property and a business, cannot furnish bond 
to the Treasury Department merely because she is a 
woman and married. Her husband, whether or not he 
owns property or has a business, is not handicapped. 

The Equal Rights Amendment would assure pro- 
tection against such injustices. 
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the Constitution. This, of course, would 
possible to continue to legislate under the old inequali- 
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Adoption of Equal Rights Amendment Vital 


(Editor’s Note: Senator SENATOR COPELAND PLEDGES SUPPORT TO 
SUSAN B. ANTHONY PROGRAM 


By Senator Royal S. Copeland 
and not women’s 1 


Copeland, Senior Senator 
from New York, is a Dem- 
ocrat, holds a degree of 
Master of Arts from Lawrence University, Doctor of 
Laws from Syracuse and Oglethorpe Universities, Doc- 


tor of Science from Temple University and Doctor of 


Medicine from the University of Michigan. He is a 
Fellow of the American College of Surgeons and 
served for several years as Health Commissioner of 
New York City. Senator Copeland has long been an 
advocate of Equal Rights.) 


In this week of Susan B. Anthony’s birthday we pay 


homage to her memory. For one, I pledge myself to 
help to carry on with you for the fulfillment of her 


program. 

The National Amendment which enfranchised 
women and for which Miss Anthony labored for three- 
uarters of a century, proved the 
endment for the extension of political equality. As 
the adoption of the Suffrage Amendment was neces- 
sary to give political rights to vee so I am of the 

opinion that the adoption of the Eq 
ment, which is now before the Congress of the United 
States, is vital to the establishment of equal legal 


hts. 
women. To clear the statute books of ancient relics, it 
would seem wise to embody the principle of 4 in 
e it im- 


ties of the common law. 


The Constitution is always considered in the light of 
the common law unless specifically amended for a 
cial purpose. When women have claimed rights under 
the Constitution, they have almost invariably been 


rebuffed, as they were not recognized under the com- 


mon law. 

The Constitution is the place to guarantee the fun- 
damental cary of all—not half—of the citizens of the 
country. d the Constitution been framed in a day 
when women were voters, is it conceivable that men 


and women would have been treated differently in 
regard to their rights? | 


Fortunately the framers of the Constitution were 
far-seeing enough to make provisions for amending 
the Constitution to suit the needs of e ing times. 

The very fact that your Equal Rights a — 
is — in nature, and does not contain definitio 
and details, is to me a point of great merit. Any def- 
inition of Equal „ would defeat the 0 3 of 
your Amendment. It should endure throug e ages 
as a guiding principle for justice and equity. It shall 
be a measure against which we would test the legisla- 
tion arising in different States in regard to the rights 


of women. Although the Equal Rights Amendment 
will set this standard, each of our forty-eight States 


will make its own laws, provided they are in line with 
this great principle of justice. 


HINDERS ADVANCEMENT | 


agro and restriction cannot go hand in hand. 
Labor legislation which applies to women workers 
only, and not to men, makes it more difficult for women 
to get jobs, and hinders their advancement. Equal 
pay for equal work is a slogan impossible of attain- 
ment when men and women do not work under the 
same and equal conditions and regulations. Special 


laws exclusively for women, first applied to factory 


wisdom of an 


Rights Amend- 


fictions about 


tions still imposed upon women 


workers, now threaten 
every professional woman. 
Protective labor legislation 
must be labor legislation 


Sanitation and scientific hygienic conditions for all 
workers—men and women—must be attained at once. 
They cannot be if we spend our energies exclusively 
for the benefit of one-half of the group—a group 
which should be aided in its entirety. 

The Equal Rights Amendment will never conflict 
with labor legislation when it is founded on that 
sound ground. The Equal e Amendment will in- 
sure for women fair play. It will protect American 
women from the encroachment of the reactionary poli- 
cles now sweeping the world. 

I can tell you from my own experience that there is 
a marked increase in support for the Equal Rights idea 
throughout the country. In particular, there is an in- 
crease in definite sentiment for the Equal Rights 
Amendment. There is a big human side to your 
well on the 


EQUAL RIGHTS NECESSARY 


side. 
Perhaps too few of those whom you approach, realize 
that for almost a cen women 
ts 


on a campaign to secure for women Equal Rights wi 
men. Among the demands of the first Equal Ri 
Convention, which I am proud to say was held at Sen- 
eca Falls, in my State of New York, in 1848—were: 
Equal Rights in the franchise, in political office, in edu- 
cation, in the professions, in marriage, in the control 
of property, in the ng emgage 4 of children, in making 
contracts, and in the home. cept the right to vote, 
not one of these rights is established universally 
throughout the nation. The Equal Rights Amendment 
is necessary to complete this struggle. The discrimina- 
y the laws of this 
country bear witness to the need for the Equal Rights 
Amendment, | 


Hamilton Fish Is Againe 
Exploitation of Workers 


“T favor a Constitutional Amendment enabling Con- 
to write a minimum wage law, in order to abol- 
h the evils and abuses that exist in the sweatsho 
and in those industries where men, women and ch 
dren are exploited by human vultures and chiselers to 
the detriment of their health, morals and lives.” | 
So said Congressman Fish in a radio address Feb- 


ruary 8. 

Interviewed on the subject the following day Repre- 
sentative Fish reiterated his interest in securing pro- 
tection for workers who are being exploited. He de- 
plored sweatshops and stated that his only aim in pro- 

ing minimum wage legislation was to eliminate 
ese conditions. | 

“Of course I prefer a minimum wage for all 


workers,” he declared, when asked whether he de- 


sired protection for only a class of workers or for all. 
Referring to the fact that women are frequently the 
greater sufferers as victims of sweatshops, he pointed 
out that labor legislation for women only had resulted 
from this situation. He was reminded that a mini- 
mum wage law applying to persons would cover this 


point and at the same time would protect women 


against those he termed “chiselers,” who otherwise 


would be free to underbid them. 
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Susan B. Anthony, Heroine of Democracy 


HUMAN ITY has always UNEQUAL COMPENSATION OR OTHER DISCRIMI- men to determine the con- 


been mirrored in its 
heroes. The kind of leaders 
it reveres and follows indi- 
cates its mind, its civilization, its temper and its ethics. 
And so religiously has it clung to its heroes that the 
ges of written history are filled with the story of 
ero worship. Sometimes the hero is a heroine of 
course, for there have been times in history when a 
whole population had its in- 


NATIONS TERMED “SOCIAL DISASTER” 


By Mary R. Beard 


the room full of masculine teachers was horrified at 
her impertinence but the steady pressure of women’s 
opinion stimulated by the heroic pressure of Miss 
Anthony’s — gradually won for women the con- 
ditions for 


ditions under which women 
should attempt to teach 
boys and girls. Of course 


tter work in the schools — enough pay 
to buy enough food and 
clothing and house them- 


1 from a woman; 
us the French, for in- i ' 
stance, turned to the Maid of 

Orleans, Jeanne d' Are, in a 
time of crisis; and Jeanne 
d’Arc really outlives Napo- 
leon as the symbol of French 
hero worship. 


On the pedestal of a t 
stone figure in front of our 
majestic new National Ar- 
chives building in Washing- 
ton is carved this worldly 
wisdom: The Past is Pro- 
logue.” That is to say, what 
has gone on before our day 
is the background for our 
own thought and action. If 


— — rigidly to the kinds not fame; 

eroes made so popular But in the forum of my silenced cry 
by events in the deep past, a 
S 4 Root ye the living 


our culture, our ingrained flame. 


desires, our concepts of 
honor and glory. that 


more 
ease the past still be the 
— rather than pro- | 
ogue to something other late, 
and something better by far. 
CHANGED POLITICS grate. 
If we are not to cling for- 


ever to the hero as warrior, 
what choices have we in- 
stead? What about a 
woman who “changed the rust 
mind of a nation“? History 
tells about men and women 
who changed the politics of will. 
a nation by the sword or 
battering ram. But Susan 
B. Anthony, whose birthday 
we celebrate today, who 


The Pioneer 


Written by Edna St. Vincent Millay for the 
National Woman’s Party on the occasion of 
the seventy-fifth anniversary of the birth of 
the Equal Rights movement. This poem will 
be read today as a part of the program to be aster. 
given in the Capitol in commemoration of the 
birthday anniversary of Susan B. Anthony, 
pioneer advocate of Equal Rights. ) 


Upon this marble bust that is not! 
Lay the round, formal wreath that is 


I, that was fierce and valiant, am no 
Save as a dream that wanders wide and 


Save as a wind that rattles the stout door, 
Troubling the ashes in the sheltered 


The stone will perish ; I shall be twice dust. 
Only my standard on a taken hill 
Can cheat the mildew and the red-brown 


And make immortal my adventurous 


Even now the silk is tugging at the staff. 
Take up the song,—forget the epitaph. 


selves with decency. This 
trend toward equal pay with 
men rested on justice. It was 
also excellent social policy. 
To force women out of the 
schools or down to low-grade 
efficiency by unequal com- 
pensation or other discrimi- 
nations would be a social dis- 
Women have made 
and they continue to make 
certain very definite and in- 
valuable contributions to ed- 
ucation. Let me cite one. It 
is to women that we very 
largely owe one of our 
proudest American achieve- 
ments—namely the remark- 
able way in which the races 
of the world live and work 
together on this continent. 
Never in all history any- 
where was there such a vic- 
tory over barbarism, over 

intolerance of race by 

such freedom from b 
ignorant persecution as in 
our democracy. To a degree 
little appreciated by the gen- 
eral public but none the less 
a reality this grand Ameri- 
can democratic achievement 
is due to patient women in 
— schools ae 

ve taught our young 
one 2 and 
e their parents learn to 
do the same. 


Root oF ALL EVIL 
Miss Anthony throughout 
long years of close compan- 
ionship and cooperation in 


tree whose sap is 


truly did so much to change 2 

the politics of our nation 

and give us the right to call ourselves a democracy, 
accomplished her aims unarmed herself and without 
commanding men under arms. She belonged to the 
Society of Friends, the Quakers, a sect opposed to war. 


Miss Anthony not only helped to change the mind 
of this nation with respect to chattel slavery. Her 
first interest was in education. She was a young 
teacher when she first broke American traditions by 
rising from her seat in a teachers’ convention to ask 
about fair play for the women in her profession, to 
protest against their loitation, to —— the prin- 
ciples of justice and the policy of general welfare. 


Hitherto women had sat silent in the assemblies of 
teachers and allowed men to do the talking, allowed 


the woman movement leaned 


| heavily on the brilliant Mrs. 
Stanton for intellectual aid and comfort. To Mrs. 


Stanton ignorance and poverty were the root of all 


evil. Her feminism—her insistence upon equal rights 
for men and women in every field—was grounded in 


large measure on her sensitiveness to ignorance and 
poverty, that is to the total economic and political sys- 
tem. For the reduction of ignorance and poverty, she 
believed that women’s opportunities to be educated, to 
earn, and to enjoy property rights though married 
were essential, Mrs. Stanton was deeply interested in 
the labor movement, and made one of the best speeches 
ever made on labor by an American. She advocated 


equal pay for equal work in industry, supported uni- 
exploita- 


versal education, condemned greed and the 
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much as they might have done. 
their difficulties and tried to be patient with their 
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tion of free white labor as firmly as she condemned 
greed and the exploitation of negro slave labor. If she 
were here today, she would very likely want a guaran- 


tee aps for equal living wages for men and women, . 


white and black and yellow. It was under the spell of 
Mrs. Stanton’s incisive mind and brave spirit that Miss 
Anthony did her best thinking. Constantly Susan 
commandeered the wit and energies of Elizabeth when 
babies tended to claim all her talents, for the ability 
of Susan B., as her disciples now lovingly call her, to 
evaluate her friend at her high value was one of Susan 
B.’s supreme values. The cng personality knows 
when to lead and when to follow. 


But Miss Anthony had to forge the woman move- 
ment out of the steel of her times. And she was in- 
finitely skillful and courageous in the operation. She 


paid every price that its success demanded. No mob 


of howling dervishes crying “shame on the woman” 
intimidated her in her heroic stand for free speech— 
another prized American ion stren 
Miss Anthony’s defense of the forum. She carried 


public burdens for democracy which many young 


mothers itively shirked. They rarely helped as 
thes Yet she understood 


escapes. 
GAVE No QUARTER 


On one point she gave no quarter: that was the com- 
pilation of the history of woman suffrage from the 


records of speeches, letters and articles in the press. 
She forced even old women to help her put the archives 
together showing woman’s role in the widening and 


see our ag as — We know too that democracy 
thrives by the loyalty of enfranchised women—a fact 


never to be mi as democracy confronts fas- 


eism, its deadliest enemy. 5 
Before she died in 1906, Miss Anthony had been 


adopted as one of democracy’s finest ornaments. She 
ba — well-beloved heroine. For a grand banquet at 
as 
which had been accepted by leading statesmen, writers 
and other public persons, she planned to put aside her 
little red shawl which had so often covered her shoul- 
ders as she trudged up the steps of the Capitol seeking 
equal rights for women. She proposed 


array she arrived at the banquet. Below her sat the 
gentlemen of the P in their seats to pay her 
tribute. They took one glance and sent a note up to 
her. It read: “No red shawl, no publicity!” She had 


to send out and get it. The little red shawl had become 


the American symbol of heroism! 
Shall we of our generation remember men and arms 


and forget women and democracy? Isn't Susan B. 
Anthony worthy of immortality and are not her ideals 


ideals for us to cherish? 


Section 213 to Go 

As we go to press word comes that the Celler Bill, 
H. R. 3408, for repeal of Section 218 of the Econom 
Act, has been favorably reported out of the Ci 
Service Committee by the House with an amendment 
clause regarding salary. According to the Chairman, 
this was the only way to get the bill out of committee. 

The Government Workers Council of the National 
Woman’s Party does not favor the salary clause, but 
the report assures repeal, and the Council urges every- 
one to work for passage of the bill. ; 


ened by 4 


ment to the Constitution would make 


gton in her honor that year, invitations to 


to wear on this 
festive occasion a lovely new white silk shawl. In this 


Prominent Speakers 


Address Conference 


—— over by Dr. Arabelle W. Clark, chair- 
man, the Eastern Regional Conference was in ses- 
a February 6-7 at Hotel Washington, Washington, 
The mornings and afternoons were devoted to busi- 
ness sessions and round table discussions of various 
questions of particular interest to women at this time. 
A luncheon meeting each day and a brilliant banquet 


Saturday night concluded the program. 


The outstanding event of the conference was the 
Saturday night banquet when Section 213 of the Econ- 
omy Act was the topic of discussion. Speakers on this 


occasion were Representative Caroline O'Day, of New 


York, who pledged her influence to kill the section in 
Congress; Charl Williams, representing the National 
Educational Association; Burnita Shelton Matthews, 


of the National Association of Women Lawyers; Dr. 


Frances Marshall, of Zonta International; Mrs. Page 
Kirk, of the National Teachers’ Alliance, and Mrs. 
Harvey W. Wiley, of the National Council, National 
Woman’s Party. Mrs. Lois B executive secre- 
tary of the Government Workers’ 
Woman’s Party, outlined the status of the bill now in 
Congress, which, when passed, will strike Section 213 
from the Economy Act. 


Mrs. Day, in pledging her cooperation in Congress, | 


declared that she feared many of her colleagues still 


functioned in the “horse and buggy days” in regard 


enriching of Ameriéen democracy.:In this history we 


Mrs. Matthews discussed Section 213 at length and 
explained that passage of the Equal = Amend- 
> a discrimi- 

nation impossible. 
Miss Williams, as field secretary of the National 
Educational Association, told of the effect of discrimi- 
nations the section on teachers and of the loss sustained 


by children in school through the elimination of highly 


trained and experienced instructors. | | 
Mrs. Edith Houghton Hooker, of Baltimore, acted as 
toastmistress, introducing the guest speakers, and 


made an interesting talk. 


Sunday’s luncheon was arranged by the Pennsyl- 
. vania Branch, “Women’s Charter“ and J Service 
being the topics discussed. Dr. Arabel W. Clark was 


toastmistress, the speakers being Mrs. Ellis A. Schna- 
bel, who spoke at length of the achievements of 
women, and Helena Hill Weed who gave a lucid and 
brilliant. ition of the “Women’s Charter.” The 
so-called “Charter” was vigorously denounced. | 
The high spot of the Saturday luncheon, at which 
Mrs. Amelia Walker, of Baltimore, presided, was the 
a of a message from United States Senator from 
New York, Royal S. Copeland, who pledged continued 
support to the Equal Rights Amendment. The message 
was read by Iris Bennett, after which Anita Pollitzer, 
Vice-Chairman of the National Woman’s Party and 
Congressional Secretary, gave a sound and forceful | 
talk on Congressional work. Another interesting and 
informative talk was given by Dr. Miriam Oatman of 
the National Council. Mrs. Abby Scott Baker, Woman’s 
Party leader and former political chairman, spoke on 
international work. | 


Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia and the District 
of Columbia were represented at the Conference, which 
adjourned Sunday afternoon and repaired to the Wom- 


an’s Party National Headquarters, Alva Belmont 
— on Capitol Hill, where a tea was given in their 
onor 


uncil, National 
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The Women’s Charter of Inequality 


N December 28, 
roposal for a so-call 
“Women’s Charter,” em- 


launched by a “Joint Conference Group.” It was stated 
that no organization had yet endorsed it, but the addi- 
tion of names of or 
ferees were identified, gave to the general public the 
impression that these organizations were promoting 
the Charter. 

Women’s Organizations have been asked by the 


| Group to study the Charter. 


THE CHARTER IS MISLEADING because it 


| BEGINS with sweeping statements of equality and 
then DENIES the very principle which it purports to 


uphold. How can women have “full opportunity for 
work” and “security of livelihood” and at the same 
time receive special protection because of sex? 
In view of the world-wide trend toward depriving 
women of many of their rights, it is necessary to in- 
spect carefully all — relating to such rights 
in order to protect those won and to prevent 
the loss of others. 

The idea of a Women’s Charter or a Men's Charter 
or other class Charter is basically wrong. 


should citizens of one sex be entitled to a special Char- 
ter? When the Federal Constitution fails to guarantee 


ual rights, it should be amended so that it will pro- 
de for equal rights for men and women. 


No WEAKER SEX | 
The proponents of the Women’s Charter maintain 
that in promoting their social and economic objectives 
for women they hope to hasten the time when such 
objectives shall be established for all. But any attempt 


to separate citizens into groups only 1 such a 


time. If the ideas set forth in the C are to be- 
come effective, the women of the world would be 
weighted down by discriminations and definitely set 
apart as the weaker sex.“ 

The Women's Charter demands full political and 
civil rights, and the lanation of the Charter states: 
“Full political and civil rights include the right to vote 
and also to hold office and to participate fully in the 


life of the community, and to have the individual’s full 


and rightful share in the power to control the condi- 
tions affecting human life and happiness.” Women in 
the United States now have the right to vote, guaran- 
teed them by amendment to the Constitution—without 
a Charter—and, with some few exceptions, the right 
to hold office. The Charter sets forth: ... to have 
the individual’s full and rightful share in the power to 
control the conditions affecting human life and hap- 
piness.” It would be impossible to decide what con- 
stitutes a “full and rightful share”; but one can with 
clarity declare for Equal Rights between men and 
women, which the Charter fails to do. | 


COMMENTS 
We, who have been working for years for women 
to assume their full share of opportunities and respon- 
sibilities of citizenship, regret the backward movement 
on the part of a few women leaders in our Eastern 


States who are thrusting 7 women's organizations 
0 


the Women's Charter’ Inequality. There is a 
strong need to protest on the part of our fair and 
just-minded women, who do not want a man’s world 
or a woman’s world, but a world for both men and 
women, alike, sharing the ‘security of livelihood’ 
equally together. I strongly protest against any kind 


WHAT IS THE CHARTER AND WHY WOMEN 
| SHOULD REJECT IT 


bodying objectives for legislation in all countries, was 


izations with which the Con- 


of legislation which does 
not apply to ns or cit- 


| ess of sex.” 
Sue Brobst, Honorary President, Business Women’s 
Legislative Council of California. 
“Unlike all the great charters of history, which 
added to the rights of mankind, it would injure the 


very ns whom it purports to benefit, by depriv- 


ing them of the most substantial and indispensable 
right of popes en ge to earn a living without the 
f rotecti this paradox 

“In or p ive legi on, : 
ically named ‘charter’ seeks to place upon all working 
=. an unwarranted burden of competitive inca- 
pacity.” 

Dr. Miriam Oatman, Chairman of the District of 
Columbia Branch of the National Woman’s Party. 

“It is not a ‘charter’ at all, because a charter means 
an assurance of liberties, and this would curtail those 
already won.” 
Mrs. Harvey Y. Wiley, National Secretary, National 
Woman’s Party. | 

“The Charter should be denounced as a belated at- 
tempt to revive the ‘horse and buggy’ concept of the 
position of women. It echoes and re-echoes the anti- 
suffrage psychology familiar to campaigners for the 
Susan B. Anthony suffrage amendment. It advocates 
one law for men and another law for women in a 
— where men and women live and work side by 


e. 
Elsie Hill, Member National Council, National 
Woman’s Party. | 
“We warn women’s organizations of a network 
spreading its meshes over the whole world, which is 
going out from the International Labor Organization. 


Its purpose is to hold women workers in a class by 


themselves and place special restrictions on their labor. 
The idea of restricting women as a class apart in in- 
dustry began years ago in the transition stage of 
women’s entrance into industry. Today, when women 
are an established and increasingly important part of 
all economic life, justice and human need require that 
laws concerning them be on the same basis as that 
ane Norman Smith, Chairman, Committee on E 
Economic Opportunity. 
“The Charter which sets women as a apart 
is so worded that unless one is familiar with the situ- 
ation, one t believe this a charter in the interest 
of women, whereas it is actually a document of in- 


equality and if carried out would be a great setback 


to women the world over. The only sound basis in 
law, world is equality. In 
any attemp soci ins, no should 
be withheld from the benefits which acerue.” a 
Pollitzer, Vice-Chairman, National Woman's 
arty. 

It is difficult to believe that the proposal to achieve 


for women what men have failed to secure for them- 


selves by concerted action is made as a serious plan to 
be sponsored by groups of women who have watched 
the struggle of both men and women in past years. 
The way to higher standards and greater security lies 
— 2 the equal and concerted action of men and 
omen.“ | 3 
Baer Youashine Nevins Keal, Past President of the 
Michigan Branch of the National Association of Uni- 
“Ort ting a united front 
y by presenting a against the men- 
ace of restrictive labor laws applying to women but 
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not to men can women preserve the rights they have 

ined and prevent new — why i tions against women 
rom being written into the labor laws. As Chairman 
of the National Woman’s Party, which is working to 
bring about the complete recognition of women as hu- 
z 

Mrs. Sarah Pell, Chairman of the National Council, 
National Woman’s Party. 

“Many years a leading welfare worker said 
women must be the ‘shock troops’ to go ahead and 
2 8 for men in the great industrial bat- 

es. e are to be the guinea pigs, according to the 
Charter, for experimentation in the laboratory of life. 

“As we know, economists differ as to whether a 
minimum wage is a thing or not; some hold it 
tends to become as a maximum w In any 
case its workings are uncertain, so the idea 
seems to be to try it on women. 

“The strong labor unions of men turn their faces 
against minimums fixed by law. They refuse to be 
experimented with, though they are quite ready to try 
the unknown on women. 

“Does it not seem 
what they declare is the weakest link in the industrial 
chain and make that link bear the strain of tests? 

I had thought that the ‘shock troop’ theory of using 
women had passed, but here it is in full swing again 


in the Charter. It begins as early as lines eleven and 
twelve. We there are promised that ‘in promoting the 


objectives for women’ (in the charter) ‘it is hoped 

thereby to bring nearer the time of their establishment 

for all.’ Men will venture out on a bridge which is to 

serve them in passing from a dreary past to a glorious 

future only when women have served to prove the 

ree of the structure. Oh, generous Charter 


Harriot Stanton Blatch. 


* 


Distinguished Hungarian 
At Alva Belmont House 


Bringing a message from women of Hungary and 
an invitation to women of America to attend Interna- 
tional Women’s Week in Budapest, Dr. Magda deSpur, 
spoke interestingly to a group of Woman's Party mem- 
bers and friends on the afternoon of February 5. 

The occasion was an informal tea given at Alva Bel- 
Pani House, National Headquarters of the Woman’s 


Elsie Hill, of the National Council, spoke briefly, 
welcoming the distinguished visitor and then intro- 
duced Mrs. Rebekah Greathouse, also a member of the 
National Council, who in turn presented Dr. DeSpur. 

The noted Hungarian feminist, who is Chairman of 
the Executive Committee of the International Wom- 
en’s Week in Budapest, outlined the situation of 


women in various countries of the world, and the prob- 


lems confronting her sex. She paid a glowing tribute 
to women of America to whom she said women of the 
world looked with admiration and hope. She urged 
that women of the United States attend the Hungarian 


gathering, which is to be held in Budapest August 5-12 


inclusive, because she believed mutual understanding 
among women would unite their r and efforts. 
Hungarian women offer friendship to all women of 
the world,“ she said, and the idea of an International 
Women's Week, which has grown on Hungarian soil, 
was in part to give us an opportunity to proclaim it to 
all nations.” 


Gentlemen's Agreement” 


for them to seek out 


* 


House Resolution 4409, introduced by Representa- 
tive Mary T. Norton, of New Jersey, proposes to ga 
ulate the hours of employment of women employed 
pnd District of Columbia and provides for a forty-hour 


Exempted from the — of the act, which 
carries penalties for violation, are women in domestic 
service in private homes, those engaged in maintenance 
or repair work during periods of emergency, graduate 
nurses or women over twenty-one years of age and in 
bona-fide executive positions or in the professions. 


According to Miss Norton, introducer of the meas- 
ure, it is entirely possible that the bill may be amended 
to include a minimum wage provision. 


Asked for a statement regarding the bill the intro- 
ducer said: “The only statement I will authorize is 
that we are attempting to give to working women of 
the District of Columbia the same protection that is 
being given through legislation in some of the states.” 


In discussing the introduction of the bill and its pro- 
visions Miss Norton was asked why, if such regula- 
tory legislation is a good thing, professional women 
were exempted. She pointed out the unreasonableness 
of including them as it was often absolutely necessary 
for them to work whenever the work was to be done. 
My secretary for instance,” she said, must of neces- 
sity work when I need her, and I must work the same 
way. I could not have hours.” 


Asked if it were not dan us to the interests of 
even those in the lower b ets to fix the number of 
working hours unless men competitors be likewise 
brought under the provisions of the proposed law, she 
made the statement concerning the introduction of the 
bill, which was the only statement she authorized. 


As she explained, just what the effect is going to be 
cannot be forecast. 


| She was asked if her bill were amended to cover 


rsons” and not merely “women” if it would not 
ve women or anyone holding the job the protection 
esired. She also was asked if the bill so amended 


would in any degree adversely affect women. The 


point was not covered, but she stated that at this stage 
there was no way of knowing what amendments might 


be offered. 
It is possible that women may yet be protected by 
same re- 


either gens male competitors under 

strictions, or leaving them both free. There seems to 
be a sort of “gentlemen’s agreement” to keep hands 
off those in better 2 to fight back and the devil 
take the hindmost for those who cannot defend them- 
selves. Men and industries are entrenched and there 
is little disposition to interfere with them. 


Two “Firsts” | 
From Turkey and from Mexico, Transradio Press 
service brings us these two “firsts.” In Mexico Sen- 
orita Elena Valenzuela, writer and journalist, has been 
appointed movie censor by the Mexican Government. 
In Turkey Dr. Hanoum Faize, who was also the first 
woman to be doctor of political and economic science at 
the University of Istambul, has been appointed chief 
inspector to the Ministry of National Economy. Dr. 
Faize, who is only 28 years old, will preside over the 
Ministry’s board of inspectors, which is composed of 
sixteen men. 
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IN honor of Susan B. Anthony, born one hundred and 


seventeen years ago, February 15, 1820, women of ih 


many opinions are meeting today in the crypt of the 


United States Capitol at the Adelaide Johnson statue 


B. Anthony, 


Marie Moore Forrest, 1 by Martha Souder, — 
Elsie Hill and Helen Hunt West, has directed arrange- 
ments of a commemoration pro in which Senator 
Claude Pepper of Florida, and 


Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lu- * 


ngresswoman 


man, of Oregon, are the speakers. Sarah Thompson i 


Pell, National of the National Woman's 
Party, presides. 


The United States Marine Band Orchestra, Ca am 
Taylor Branson, principal musician Henry 


Weber participates with following 


program: 

Overture Adoration” Borowski 

Song (vocal) Forward Out of Error“ .. St. Boniface 


Accompaniment by Marine Band Orchestra 
“Recessional” DeKoven 


Speaker. 


. Congresswoman Nan of Oregon 


— 
— 


~ 


“Adagio Elegiaque -Wieniawski 


Marine Band Orchestra” 
Speaker . . . U. S. Senator Claude . of Florida 


Laying of Wreaths Elegie... Massenet 


Marine Band Orchestra 
Song (Vocal) — The March of the Women“ 
Ethel Smyth 


Accompaniment ier Marine Band Orchestra 
“The Star-Spangled Banner” | 


The Madrigale Singers under their leader, Mrs. 
John M. Sylvester, and assisted by a group of govern- 
ment workers will lead the audience in the singing of 
the Hymn and the March of the Women. 

Representing various fields, these women are bring- 
ing wreaths. to symbolize the recognition of the debt 
all women owe to the greatness of Susan B. Anthony. 
_ Laying wreaths about the statue will be National 
Woman's Party Founders, Mrs. Sarah Thompson Pell, 
of New York. 

Inter-American Commission of Women, Minerva 
Bernardino, of Dominican Republic. 


Democratic Women, Mrs. Emma Guffey Miller, 
Democratic National Committeewoman from Pennsyl- 


vania. 
Republican Women, Mrs. William Fitch Kelley. 
Daughters of American Revolution, Mrs. Charl 
Hoffman, Regent Eugenia Washington Chapter. 
National Federation of Business and Professional 
Women, Earlene White, National 
Soroptimist Club of Washington, Miss Daisy Reed, 
President. 
National Association of Women Dentists, Dr. Rose-- 
lind Moore Bain, National Chairman. 
Physicians, Dr. Elizabeth. Kittredge. 


“ 


this nation, which, in its excellence is the 


Nation eee Eq ual Rights Pioneer 


By Elsie Hill 


Union Veterans, Mrs. Syl 
dent Ellen Spencer Muzzey Tent. 

District of Columbia Federation ba Music Clubs, 
Mrs. Eva Whitford Lovette. 

Members of Vassar, M 
other College groups. 

Throughout the nation d 
monies are being held today. 
of Florida; Governor He 
ernor Robert E. Qui Rhode Island: Governor 
Herbert Lehman, of iw York; Governor Harold 
Hoffman, of New Jersey; Governor H. Martin, of 
Oregon; Governor J. V. Allred, of Texas; Gov- 
ernor Francis P. Murphy, of New Hampshire; Gov- 
ernor Lloyd C. Stark, of Missouri, and others have 
issued proclamations in their states proclaiming Feb- 
ruary 15 Susan B. Anthony Day and suggesting proper 
observance. Many glowing tributes were paid the pio- 
neer of the Equal Rights movement by executives 
throughout the United States. 

io addresses are being given in forty-eight states 

today by women prominent in the work for Equal 
Rights. and special attention is being directed to the 
Susan B. Anthony stamp authorized last August by 
the United States Post Office Department, when Post- 
master General James A. Farley in a letter to Mrs. 
Robert Adamson, chairman of the Susan B. Anthony 
Memorial. Committee, said: “As Postmaster General, 
I authorized the issuance of a number of stamps since 
March, 1938, honoring characters of national repute, 
and I may say to you that the approval for none of 
them gave me as much real pleasure as the authoriza- 


Governor Fred P. Cone, 
H. Blood, of Utah; Gov. 


tion of this stamp honoring the woman who did more 


for the women of this country than any other one per- 
son in our history. Through her, the women of Amer- 
ica were honored and recognition extended to their 
social and economic contributions to the building of 


envy of the 
world. 


To Mrs. Adamson, Chairman of the Committee, be- 
longs credit for the widespread observance of the an- 
niversary of Susan B. Anthony today. She has con- 


tacted state, school and other officials throughout the 
country, together with women's organizations every- 
where requesting that honor be paid the woman who 
throughout a long life crusaded me women. 


J eickes For Equality 


es 
‘ 


National Osteopathic Association, Mrs. Thomas J. | 


Howerton. 
Teachers, eee Kirk. 
National W T. U., Dr. Izora Scott. 


Y. W. C. A., Mrs. George Winchester Stone. 
National Association of Colored Women, Mrs. Mary 
Church Terrell, Honorary President; Daughters of 


men. I have asked no favor because 


Results are what counts,“ says Mrs. Virginia 
Jenckes, Democratic Congresswoman from Indiana, in 
speaking of Equal Rights, “and there is no sex in re- 


sults 
Pointing with e to the fact that she was elec- 
ted, not appoin to office, Mrs. Jenckes says, “Six 
times I have faced an electorate on equal terms with 
am a woman, 
nor have I received any.” 
Mrs. Jenckes believes in equal economic opportunity 


and is opposed to special legislation placing women in 
a class by themselves, declaring that special class leg- 


_ islation for women only and equal economic opportun- 


ity are incompatible. 
The Indiana Congresswoman feels that it should not 


be a handicap to be a woman. She served in the Sev- 
enty-third and Seventy-fourth Congresses and is now 
a2 member of the Seventy-fifth. 


She serves, not as a 


woman, but as a member of that 1 25 


as her colleagues serve. 


— 


V. 


| 
tt 
1. 
8 
4 
Ay 
it 
4) 
if 
11 
14 
i ¢ 
. 
> 
a 
1 
1 
149 
14 
1 
by 
| 
* . — 
4 


